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Rookies in the Open Class No More
The winning team (i-r] : Ron

Morrison (Navigator), Charlie

: McCarthy (Owner / Driver) and Paul
Lesnewski (Throttleman) celebrare
their upset victory in California.

HISTORIC PHOTOS COURIE HORBA ARCH
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“When Irish eyes are smiling”
Did the Leprechauns really help the Top Banana
team win the Bushmills Irish Whiskey race?

@Bushmills

1979 - Newport Beach, Ca:fhjmnm
STORY BY CHARLIE MCCARTHY

1979 would be a very special year for me. Until then, | had been running
Production Class boats. For two years prior to that, | had been developing
a brand-new Open Class boat in which | would compete against the very
best offshore racers in the United States and around the world. Open Class
was the premier class, where the big boys ran, and | wanted a piece of that
action badly. As the date of the new season arrived, my team and | hooked
up my brand-new, 38-foot Open Class boat and headed West to California
in search of fame and glory.

" H m To find out mare abow! the
“ea Historic Offshore Race Boat Association
visit www historicraceboats.com
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A
Vater

The Eanana Boat 'Cﬁs Bell Jet
_Ranger. carrying Charlie wife
Mary Pat, son Charley and friend
Stan Pike, follows the winners
around the tricky Pacific

Ocean course.»

of boats ran th
and Production
in their r-::g-u:m |
different era, b
the Fi-"l'lp“":?:.'

media spot

racers we ) -
racecourse I::w the {:pe*; Class teams. At that ti
Production racer aspired ip and chalier
Open Class stars,

My transportation com

o move L

il o] 6 R e e 5 e
childhood fi y had raced with me in ever ’u i

flat-bottom skiffs to marathon SK boats. Then there was my
ding mechanic, Paul Lesniewski, my throttleman, wha had
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n Stan Pike's

"'[z s L Ic'“‘-.

D , but only
n Production Class boats.

My Banana boat company h
igarette molds, but when |
started with a fresh design
loel Halpemn's boat

in title for the two

anted to build a take-off of t
S .._;er ti and Sanmy Miller |‘?-i' ties:gl‘u—:-:i. This
null, rading as La Tortuga (The Turtle), had won the first

ana race. After that race n
A4-faot mold, blocked i
p Beep boat
The boat had a very narrow bow, which gave it
=ds in head seas without lifting or flying as the broader
s did. So, to do my new
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n Class, |
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m

Breater

| hired Jean Claude Simon
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design. | wanted to improve on the Beep Beep design Joel Halpem had Beep Beep and Australian Amold

by widening the strakes and laying the boat up lighter. Glass had the 38 Bertram, Copper Kettle. Chicago's Howard
| decided against using Kevlar, and went instead with a Quamn had a new, 38-foot Bertram, Flap Jack, with Keith
regular glass lay up. We squeered out every extra ounce Hazel on the throttles. Powerboat magazine publisher Bob

of resin to keep the weight down. My oniginal design was MNordskog was also there with a 38 Scarab, LA Skyhawks,
owned and built under the Banana Boat brand. You can still  named after a professional soccer team he had purchased.
see my design on the water in Coyote and Sonic 386 hulls.  Jemy Jacoby's new boat, Ajac Hawk, was in the line-up too,

Jean Claude suggested we use a curvy deck design like CONTINUED ON PAGE 80 »
the one he had used on Beep Beep and on his Production
boats. Don Aronow felt the curved deck would act as a
spoiler and put pressure on the bow, making it slower, We
cut it off and made it a flat deck. Don also gave me a set &
of Cigarette engine hatches to use, because he felt Jean 0
Claude’s original design with vents in the side of the deck B“Shmllls
would not bring in enough air to feed the engines.

In spite of our high hopes for this boat, it only reached ﬁ g?g R@ge cgu m@
70 mph on our first trial run. We needed to be doser to
90 mph to have any chance of holding the checkered T — » ;
flag. With the help of Don Schwebbe and Lynn Lupo up at : - e
Mercury's Lake X, we dialed in the setup and got the speed
up to a respectable 89 mph in fresh water. Our spirits were
high as we headed west toward California.

| was not using Mercury engines because, as a new
kid an the block in Open class, | would not be on the
A list and get the best engines. 5o | chose an unknown
engine builder from Long Island, New York: McBetts Racing
Engines. He had a lot of experience in auto racing and had

built @ set of boat engines for Stan Pike, the previous year's
champian in the Sports Division of the Production Class.

CALIFORNIA BOUND | The site for the Bushmills race
was the prestigious Balboa Bay Club in Newport Beach,
California. All the big names were there and the fleet
was the largest ever to assemble for this race. Forty-
three boats sat in the pits, | was very aware of the race's
history and the many big names who had won here. They
included Doctor Bob Magoon, Snapper Morris, Rocky Aoki,
Larry Srith, Betty Cook, Joey Ippolito, and Hal Sahlman.
Mow | was ready to add my name to that illustrious list.

| woke up early on race moming and took a quiet walk
along the docks to sunvey the competition. Rocky had
brought his cat with its Keith Black monster engines. Betty
had her 38-foot Scarab VW hull, as did Joey Ippolito, with Jack

: ﬁdﬁc.mrsnThzﬁsrﬁﬂupenncaan{w
3 laps) contained every type of treacherous water; from

Stuteville on the throttles. Howard Arneson had his new flat spots, to sneaky Pacific rollers, to cross-chop. Not to
Scarab 38. 8ill Elswick, against whom | had competed for mention the annual migration of whales for the drivers
years in the Production Class, was there too with his new, to avoid. And with an immense spectator fleet scattered
30-foot Cigarette, Long Shot. all over the course, it got very dicey out there...

fo PE.FfDﬂ]‘THﬂCE Eﬂﬂﬁﬂg ISSUE 5.8 | EXTREME BOATS MACAZIMNE 75
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Although Cigarette called it Jug.- 37
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| was setling a very a e. | had built this
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throttling the boat. With the smaller production boats,

RACE DAY || s
the docks mjrcf‘ ng
boats fire uy

MNewpaort Beach. Hunds
race boats out of the har
'|=‘-==-_-r‘-:~ mrc--‘idet a '::,D»u

{ e ey

T' e prl_— Aous _.—,_-a I"I' bi
over my Production Class bo: “lﬁ, to get
at the race, in our race bnaIE we were like t "‘r H
ing with barracudas. A big mass of

THANOWS tra
joving out the inlet with us.

Em EXTREME BOATS MACAZINE | ISSUE =3 Br.fngfng BGCJ"{ the Passion




EXTREME BOATS MAGAZINE | HISTORIC

=ir1 and fin terd Tt
d L 2 iz
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 81 »

and joey Ippolit
ombination of beer boats: what-went wroj
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To find out more aboyt the
o Historc Offshore Race Boat Association
wisit www. historicroceboots.com
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“Bushmills

Irish Whisky

BUSHMILLS™ & ginger

BUSHMILLS™ & cola

BUSHMILLS™ & soda

In honor of Charlie McCarthy's achievements
in Offshore racing history - a toast to Charlie!

To 1979!

Got a Favorite Drink Recipe? We want to Try it! Send i to drim

88 ==mi ssus=as Bringing Back the Passion






